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Dear Public Land User:  
 
 
The Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Monument Butte Area Oil and Gas 
Development Project is hereby submitted for your review and comment.  It was prepared to 
analyze the potential impacts of and alternatives to Newfield Exploration Company’s proposed 
infill development scenario.  The Monument Butte Project Area (MBPA) encompasses 
approximately 119,830 acres in an existing oil and gas producing area located on BLM land south 
of Myton in Duchesne and Uintah Counties, Utah. 
 
This Draft EIS analyzes four alternatives in detail:  the Proposed Action Alternative, the No 
Action Alternative, a Field-wide Electrification Alternative, and the Agency Preferred (Resource 
Protection) Alternative.  Under the Proposed Action, up to 5,750 new oil and gas wells would be 
drilled over a period of 16 years.  Additionally, approximately 243 miles of new roads and 
pipelines would be constructed, 21 new compressor stations would be constructed, three existing 
compressor stations would be expanded, one gas processing plant would be constructed, seven 
new water treatment and injection facilities would be built, six existing water treatment and 
injection facilities would be expanded, 12 gas and oil separation plants would be constructed, one 
freshwater collector well would be drilled, and six water pump stations would be built.  Total new 
surface disturbance under the Proposed Action would be approximately 16,129 acres. 
 
The Draft EIS was prepared pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), as well 
as other regulations and statutes, to address possible environmental and social and economic 
impacts that could result from implementation of the project.  This Draft EIS is not a decision 
document.  Its purpose is to inform the public and the Decision Maker of the impacts associated 
with implementing the proponent’s drilling proposal, to evaluate alternatives to the proposal, and 
to solicit other agencies and the public for comments.    
 
If you wish to submit comments on this Draft EIS, we request that you make them as specific as 
possible, with references to page numbers and chapters of the document.  The most useful 
comments will contain new technical or scientific information, identify data gaps in the impact 
analysis, or provide technical or scientific rationale for opinions or preferences.  Please refer to 
“Monument Butte EIS” in your correspondence.  Written comments will be accepted by fax, 
email, or letter for 45 days following the publication of the Notice of Availability in the Federal 
Register by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.  Please provide your comments to: 




